Attorney Dock t #: 03711.51540D1 
Preliminary Amendment Dated Decemb r 31, 2003 

Amendments to the Claims ; 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1-7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently amended) A fine alkali metal fiuorozincate produced by the mothod 
of claim 1, and reacting alkali metal hydroxide, zinc oxide, and alkali metal 
fluoride or hydrogen fluoride in aqueous phase, wherein alkali metal hydroxide 
and zinc oxide are mixed into a suspension and hydrogen fluoride is added, said 
fine alkali metal fiuorozincate having a grain spectrum in which 50% of all 
particles have a diameter < 5 ^im. 

9. (Currently amended) An alkali metal fiuorozincate according to claim 8, 
wherein the alkali metal is potassium. 

10. (Original) A potassium fiuorozincate according to claim 9, having a grain 
spectrum in which 50% of all particles have a diameter < 3.8 ^im. 

11. (Currently amended) A medium fine alkali metal fiuorozincate produced by 
tho mothod of claim 1, and reacting alkali metal hydroxide, zinc oxide, and alkali 
metal fluoride or hydrogen fluoride in aqueous phase, wherein hydrogen fluoride 
and zinc oxide are mixed with one another and alkali metal hydroxide is added, 
said medium fine alkali metal fiuorozincate having a grain spectrum in which 
50% of all particles have a diameter < 11 jwm. 

12. (Currently amended) A coarse alkali metal fiuorozincate produced by the 
method of claim 1, and reacting alkali metal hydroxide, zinc oxide, and alkali 
metal fluoride or hydrogen fluoride in aqueous phase, wherein hydrogen fluoride 
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and zinc oxide are mixed with one another and alkali metal fluoride is added, 
said course alkali metal fluorozincate having a grain spectrum in which 50% of 
all particles have a diameter > 11 \im. 

13. (Original) A method of fluxing an aluminum or aluminum alloy component 
for brazing, said method comprising applying to said component a fluxing agent 
comprising an alkali metal fluorozincate according claim 8. 

14. (Original) A method according to claim 13, wherein said fluxing agent is 
applied by electrostatic dry fluxing. 

15. (Original) A method of fluxing an aluminum or aluminum alloy component to 
be brazed, said method comprising applying to said component a fluxing agent 
comprising an alkali metal fluorozincate according to claim 11. 

16. (Original) A method of fluxing an aluminum or aluminum alloy component to 
be brazed, said method comprising applying to said component a fluxing agent 
comprising an alkali metal fluorozincate according to claim 12. 

17. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein said fluxing agent is 
applied by wet fluxing from an aqueous or organic suspension. 
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